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DDOT Announces Updated Regulations for Public Space Inspections 
Enforcement and Inspections now categorized under Civil Infractions 

  
Washington, D.C. – The District Department of Transportation (DDOT), Public Space Regulation Division 
(PSRD), announced that effective today, Public Space Inspections (PSI) will officially inspect and enforce public 
space violations under DCMR Title 16 under the Civil Infractions Act of 1985. Previously, enforcement fell 
under the umbrella of DCMR Title 24 under Public Space and Safety, which regulates the occupation and use 
of public space. PSRD Inspection and Enforcement Officers ensure that the District of Columbia’s assets are 
protected, and that all users of the public space are permitted and in compliance with the District’s laws and 
regulations.  
 
The new public space regulations under Title 16 will implement the Public Space Enforcement Amendment Act 
of 2014 and will govern the fines for public space infractions. These regulations establish administrative 
procedures, notification requirements, and fines applicable to public space infractions. Permittees will notice 
changes within the fine schedule.  
 
Under the new regulations, PSI will issue Notices of Infractions (NOIs) and will no longer issue Notices of 
Violations (NOVs). Under NOIs, violators of the public space need to comply with the notice or request a 
hearing within a stated time. Additionally, the changes authorize DDOT to remove hazardous obstruction 
unlawfully occupying public space. It also re-establishes categories for infractions such as sidewalk café 
obstructions, excavation infractions, and bicycle parking in residential building infractions, among others.   
 
The new regulation specifies the requirement to restore roadway markings after excavation work is 
completed. Public space violators should note that previously issued NOVs are still valid. Like the NOV, the NOI 
requires violators to follow a set process of rules covering non-compliance in the public space.   
 
For questions or additional information regarding this notice, please contact DDOT’s Public Space Regulation 
Division, Customer Relations Branch at (202) 442-4670 or email at crb.services@dc.gov.  
 

### 
 

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or 
denied the benefits of, its projects, programs, activities, and services on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, or 
disability as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act and other related statutes. 

 
In accordance with the D.C. Human Rights Act of 1977, as amended, D.C. Official Code sec. 2-1401.01 et seq. (Act), the District of 
Columbia does not discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived: race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, 

personal appearance, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial status, family responsibilities, matriculation, political 



  
affiliation, genetic information, disability, source of income, status as a victim of an interfamily offense, or place of residence or 

business.  Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination, which is prohibited by the Act.  In addition, harassment based on any of 
the above-protected categories is prohibited by the Act.  Discrimination in a violation of the Act will not be tolerated.  Violators will 

be subject to disciplinary action. 


